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Dear Church Family, 

As we approach the Au-

tumn season, we look 

back at a tumultuous 

2020 and wonder what 

God has in store for our 

church, our families and 

our country.  I believe 

God wants to bless TABC 

with growth and spiritu-

al gifts, but we need to 

seek His face and His will 

like we never have be-

fore.   

Please continue to pray 

for the Pastor Search 

Committee every time 

you pray.  We need to 

pray for God to bring us 

unity and a man of God 

that He wants for our 

congregation.  Most of all, 

we need to pray that our 

congregation will contin-

ue to seek His will in eve-

rything we do.  

If we will be obedient to 

2 Chronicles 7:14  -  “If 

my people, which are 

called by my name, shall 

humble themselves, and 

pray, and seek my face, 

and turn from their wick-

ed ways; then will I hear 

from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin, and will 

heal their land.”  -  God 

promises to heal our land 

and bless our church. 

I love you Church Family! 

Bro. Keith Boyd 
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Dear TABC Family, 

Fall is my favorite time of the year. I love the cool air and the changing 

colors. This time of year, I am always reminded of God’s provisions, and 

even more so this year.   

Six months ago, our lives had been put on hold.  We weren't able to 

worship in person, school was virtual, and everyone was buying all the 

toilet paper.  I know the coronavirus is still serious and a threat, but cas-

es are decreasing and we are finally seeing some normalcy to our 

lives.  God is faithful.   

In my morning devotional this week, I read a poem written by Charles 

Spurgeon.  Here are a couple of the lines from it: 

He was better than all my hopes,  

he was better than all my fears. 

He made a bridge of my broken works,  

and a rainbow of my tears. 

The stormy waves that marked my ocean path,  

did carry my Lord on their crest.  

When I dwell on the days of my wilderness March,  

I can lean on His love for rest.   

The poem goes on to talk about God’s provision for the Israelites.  This 

lead me to reflect on Psalm 136:1 that says, “Give thanks to the Lord, for 

He is good, for His steadfast love endures forever.”  

Remember, Christian, that the day dawns after the night and showers 

come after drought. I believe we are seeing the beginning of showers 

now.  I pray that as people resume their daily lives, that we remind them 

of God’s provision and let them know He is our only Hope.   

Love in Christ,  

Bro. Andy Sweeney 

Senior Adult/Youth Pastor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Family, 

Malachi 4:5-6 states, “Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the 

coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD:  And he shall turn the 

heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to their 

fathers, lest I come and smith the earth with a curse.”   The foundation of 

society is the family.  The Lord instituted the home in the Garden of Eden 

before sin ever entered the world  -  He created Eve to be Adam’s 

“ezer” (Hebrew word, Google it!) in the work of dominion (Genesis 2:18).  

At their marriage, the Lord gave them the pattern of a Godly home 

(Genesis 2:24).  Family life teaches traits that both the parents and chil-

dren need  -  how to obey, how to serve, how to lead, and how to love.  

Parents also pass on wisdom to their children. The Apostle Paul instruct-

ed fathers to bring up their children “in the nurture and admonition of the 

Lord”   (Ephesians 6:4). 

God the Father, in response to the Fall of Man, sent His Son to get the 

family back.  Our elder brother has successfully accomplished His mis-

sion.  The Holy Spirit is currently at work accomplishing the Word of God 

about which the prophet Malachi spoke nearly three thousand years ago.  

In early American history, the Puritans of New England took the Bible and 

its instruction of the family very seriously, as they were still overwhelmed 

by the revelation of the Protestant Reformation; and thrilled that they 

could read their own Bibles and follow its instruction obediently.  The role 

of the father, as the Bible clearly teaches, is the head of the home and is 

to live as Jesus did, laying his life down for his bride, the Church. 

According to the Puritans, the family was to be a reflection of God, who 

delights in order.  They believed that God intended the family to be the 

foundation on which society is built; furthermore, that if the family did not 

function properly, neither the church nor the state would function properly.  

At this time in history, men could be punished for not suitably leading or 

providing for their families. 

Our Protestant forefathers and mothers allowed God Almighty to accom-

plish Malachi 4:5-6 in their lives.  Their faith in God had works attached to 

it and because of that built the foundation of a Godly society.  My prayer 

today is… God help me live out these truths in my own home.  Release a 

Revival of Family that will heal our homes, churches, and nation.   

In God we Trust, 

Bro. Paul Thompson 

Family Pastor 
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Families,  

John 13:7 says, “Jesus an-
swered and said unto him, 
What I do thou knowest not 
now; but thou shalt know 
hereafter.”  At first glance, 
it seems like this verse is 
referring to trials and tribu-
lations that come in our 
lives. The hurt, conflict, 

disappoint that we never seem to understand.  And while this verse 
does offer insight into those things, it goes much deeper. The apostle 
Peter was horrified when Jesus started to wash his feet and could not 
grasp why he was doing it.  This verse was Jesus’ answer.  What he 
was doing was showing us humility, love, and trust.  We often come 
face to face with circumstances that we do not understand.  Peter did 
not understand why Jesus was lowering himself to that of a servant.  
Jesus was in fact demonstrating what we as Christians today would 
need to do.  We need to show humility and kindness to each other.  
How different would the world look right now, if instead of focusing 
on the wrongs, we just loved each other as Christ did.  What if…  we 
were face to face with the person that hurt us the most, instead of 
lashing out, we simply were to hug them?  Can you imagine the mag-
nificent change that would take place in this world? 

Little did Peter know, that even though Jesus was trying to comfort 
him, Jesus was doing much, much more. You will remember, Jesus also 
washed the feet of Judas, knowing he had betrayed Him. Jesus still 
loved him.  Jesus knew this was all a part of His Father’s plan. And 
ultimately, Jesus was showing us how to fully trust in His Word, in His 
perfect timing.  We do not always understand why we get hurt, why 
we get sick, why we face trials.  However, His plan is that even when 
we do not understand, we have absolute faith and trust in our Heav-
enly Father, and know that whatever we are dealing with, He has a 
plan.  

So, the next time you are in a hard situation, or when you are face to 
face with the one who hurt you, or you are face to face with the one 
who needs to forgive you for a wrong, remember the fact that Jesus 
showed absolute humility, to the ones he loved, but also the one he 
loved whom had done the ultimate betrayal. We do not understand 
what we are dealing with. We do not understand what others are 
dealing with. But God does, and when it is time, whether it is now, or 
when we get to Heaven, we will understand.  

Blessings In Christ,  
Jessica Sharrett  

Daycare Important Notes: 
 Fall Parties Oct. 30th:  Your child’s teacher will send more info 

closer to time.  
 If you have not paid your child’s curriculum fee or the TACS fee, 

please do so as soon as possible. 

Dear TABC Family, 

During the past month in 
Children’s Sunday School, 
we have been talking about 
the events after the Lord’s 
Ascension. We have 
learned about the empow-
erment the disciples re-
ceived when the Holy Spirit 
came, the First Church, and 
this past week we learned 

about Stephen.  It is absolutely amazing to me what the First Chris-
tians went through to make sure the Good News spread around the 
world.  

Imagine Stephen.  He has been falsely accused of blasphemy and he 
responded to his accusers by reminding them that they “knew the 
prophecies and teaching of the Old Testament.”   He stood up to a 
crowd that was filled with experts on Jewish history and law, yet they 
failed to understand the significance of the whole story.  I guess you 
could say they couldn’t see the forest for the trees. 

In Acts 7:51, Stephen says to the crowd, “You stiff necked people, un-
circumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit.  As 
your fathers did, so do you.”  Stephen made sure that they knew they 
were following right behind their fathers who had a long history of 
rejecting God and his prophets.  What the Jewish leaders had done in 
the past, they had done again by rejecting Jesus, the ultimate deliver-
er.  How easy is it for us to forget how God has been faithful to us in 
the past just like these Jewish leaders did?   

One of my children always struggles with the “what ifs?”  What if I 
make a bad grade? What if I get made fun of? What if, what if, what 
if?  Since the apple doesn’t fall far from the tree, I have had to cope 
with the “what ifs” myself over the years.  We forget all the times God 
was so faithful to us, answered our prayers, or provided us a way 
when there seemed to be no way.  I gently reminded my “what if 
child” this month of all the times God had been faithful and an-
swered.  Then we repeated one of our favorite scriptures together: 
Philippians 4:6-7  - “Do not be anxious about ANYTHING, but in every-
thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be 
made known to God.  And the peace of God, which surpasses all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” 

Brother and Sister in Christ, I pray that if you struggle with the “what 
ifs” that you don’t resist the Holy Spirit, but instead rest in the comfort 
that He is working for you!  I pray that you don’t become stiff necked, 
but that you turn toward the Lord and say mold me and make me.   

Know that I am praying for each of you!  God is Good!  God is Faithful! 
God is Moving! 

Love in Christ,  

Tiffany Sweeney 
Children’s Ministry Director 
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1st 

        Coty Edwards 

2nd 

 Teresa Martin 

 Betty Woosley 

3rd 

 Erin Kirk 

 Beth Simpson 

4th 

      Nathan Ball 

 Jim Rush, Jr. 

6th 

 Lee Jackson 

       Jared Leonard 

7th 

 Linda Kendrick 

 Pat White 

8th  

 Sheila Gamble 

 Luke Gent 

10th  

 Krystal Hoffman 

 

12th  

 Teresa Hart 

13th 

 Alivia Hutchins 

 Judy Watkins 

 Paul Whisman  

14th 

 Randy Leonard 

 Peggy Phipps 

15th 

 Betty Booher 

 Marilyn Feathers 

 Blake Haynes 

16th  

 Brittney Miller 

17th  

 Lorie Artusi 

 Melanie Hutton 

19th 

 Dyllon Coe 

20th 

 Doug Cox 

 

21st 

 Thomas Parker 

22nd 

 Ava Fuller 

23rd 

 Ron Smallwood 

24th 

 Tyler Compton 

25th 

 Noah Lyall 

27th 

 Steven Bennett 

 Brookelyn Bouton 

 Bettye Gilreath 

 Chelsea Messer 

28th 

 Sandee Tallman 

29th 

        Dakota Coe 

 Reda Green 

30th 

 Patty Borja 

 Helen Raymond 

4th 

 Don & Sylvia Rowland 

11th 

 Charles & Jill Brewer 

12th 

 Michael & Lorrie Pendergrass 

14th 

 Sam & Connie Messer 

18th 

 Brandon & Nikki Stevens 

25th 

 Bill & Vickie Coleman 

• 4th– Family Life Chain                                                     

U-Haul Parking Lot, West State St.             

2:00-3:00 p.m.      

• 4th– Celebration Choir Rehearsal                                                     

Choir Room      5:00 p.m.     (Sundays)  

• 4th– Prayer Focus                                                    

Family of Faith Classroom      5:00 p.m.     

(Sundays)  

• 4th– AWANA OCC Collections Night                       

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m. 

• 4th– Youth Ministry Sunday Worship                        

Student Center      6:00 p.m.   (Sundays)  

• 7th– Kidz Korner                                               

Children’s Ministry Area        6:00 p.m.    

(Wednesdays)  

• 7th– Youth Ministry Wednesday Worship                        

Student Center      6:00 p.m.  (Wednesdays)  

• 7th– Celebration Choir Rehearsal                                                     

Choir Room      7:15 p.m.     (Wednesdays)  

• 11th– AWANA                                                      

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m.       

• 18th– AWANA Pumpkin Night                                                   

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m.       

• 25th– AWANA                                                      

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m.       

• 31st– Trunks of Treats                                                   

Student Ctr. Parking Lot      4:00-6:00 p.m.       



 
 

“...try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts…  
See Malachi 3:10  

OUR CHURCH FINANCES 

08/30/2020 Offering $5,980.00 Total Offering  8/25-9/28/2020 $58,058.68 

09/06/2020 Offering $8,805.00 Total 2020 offering YTD: 581,818.09 

09/13/2020 Offering $8,120.00 Current Loan Balance $1,483,018.62 

09/20/2020 Offering $6,987.00 General Account Bank Balance $238,639.65 

09/27/2020 Offering $6,252.91 Designated Account Bank Balance $265,371.97 

On-line Giving  (8/25-9/27) $21,913.77   
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Visit tabaptist.org and select the ‘Giving’ tab.   ~OR~ 
Open the Mobile App, select “Church”, then “Give”. 

 

TEXT 
TO 

GIVE 

Text       

TABAPTIST 
to 77977 

to give via               
text message. 

You are all wonderful! God has cer-
tainly blessed us with the most loving 
of church families.  The flowers are 
beautiful and the prayers we could 
actually feel through Eddie’s injury 
and illness were supernatural.  We 
thank you, 
Eddie and Gail Guy 
 
I can’t begin to express my gratitude 
in everyday words!  Your expressions 
of Christian love and kindness dur-
ing / after my recent surgery have 
touched my heart and have been a 
great encouragement.  Thank you for 
the lovely flowers and for the cards, 
texts, calls, visits and other expres-
sions of concern.  Mostly thank you 
for your prayers!  We love you and 
are blessed to be part of this church 
family!  Love in Christ, 
Kathy & Danny Sharp 

Thank you for allowing our family to 
use your fellowship hall and for the 
food after Daddy’s funeral.  God will 
reward your kindness.  Love in 
Christ, 
Melissa Feagins & Family (Jimmy 
Phipps’ little sister) 
 
Church Family, thanks for the cards, 
prayers, and beautiful flowers during 
the passing of my brother.   
Ruth Hagaman 
 
Thank you for the flowers and your 
prayers.  Miss our TABC Family! 
George & Bev Jones 
 
Thank you very much for the flower 
plant.  Your kind thoughts are appre-
ciated.  May God Bless you, 
Charlotte Carr & Family (Ruth 
Hagaman’s brother) 

Please keep in mind the size — these items must fit in the 
shoebox with other items.  Collection totes are in the vestibule.  

Thanks for your help in supporting this great ministry! 

OCTOBER Shoe Box Collection 
Church Family, please bring…  

by  LETTER 

Jeannine Huff 

Steve Huff 

Kevin & Amanda Doss 
Announce the birth of  

Born September 24, 2020 
at 10:24 a.m. 

She weighed 7 lbs. 
18 inches long 

 

Proud Siblings: 
Jordan, Katherine, Noah & 

Karter 
 

Proud Grandparents: 
Randy & Brenda Wheeler 

David Doss 
Scott & Brenda Barrier 

 

Uncles: 
Brandon “Bubba” Wheeler 

Nick Barrier 
 

Aunt: 
Caitlyn Barrier 



Volume 29, Issue 10 

Page 6 

VOLUME 6,  ISSUE 10            OCTOBER 2020  

Please enjoy this edition of the Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy newsletter, to keep us all up-to-date on the latest news from our Academy! 

Future Leaders are Leading Today 
October 

Dates to Remember 

2 High School  
Community Service 
Day 

 

5-9 TACA Fall Break   

23 End of the First Quarter  

30 Report Cards  
Distributed 

 

   

   

   

“…whosoever will be great among 

you, let him be your minister; and 

whosoever will be chief among 

you, let him be your servant.”   

Matthew 20:26b – 27 

Tennessee Avenue Christian 

Academy is blessed with a great 

group of young ladies and gentle-

men who seek to serve in the min-

istry of our school. Last month, the 

high school student body held an 

election and selected those who 

will serve on the 2020 / 2021 Stu-

dent Council Association. It was an 

impressive race with a large num-

ber of students stepping up and 

seeking the opportunity to serve. 

What a blessing to see teenagers 

willing to take on the responsibility 

of leadership in our school! 

SCA leaders are expected to ex-

emplify true Christian commitment 

on and off campus and to express 

a sincere appreciation and respect 

for the ministry of TACA. The SCA 

is responsible for planning many 

school events including communi-

ty service outreach opportunities 

and specific chapel services. Stu-

dent leaders gather several times 

during  the school year to share 

ideas and plan projects. Members 

of the student body are encour-

aged to share ideas with SCA 

members who will then present 

those requests to faculty and ad-

ministration. 

Christian leadership skills are 

qualities the administration and 

faculty of TACA pray to see in-

stilled in the young people God 

places in our school. Seeing these 

youth serve in the SCA is an an-

swer to prayer. We are thankful 

for their willingness to serve! We 

are proud of the excellence with 

which they carry this responsibil-

ity! We are excited to see the 

great work God will do through 

them in this school year!  

Please join us in praying for these 

young leaders as they serve in the 

ministry of TACA. 

Your 2020 / 2021 TACA Student Council Association Members: 

From left on front row:   Brooke Fuller, Kiersten Widener, Emma Clark, Macie Minor, Mackenzie Stanley 

From left on back row:   Ian Addington, Parker Branson, Seth Osborn 
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Mrs. Ryan’s 1st and 2nd grade 

classes enjoyed celebrating 

Johnny Appleseed Day on Fri-

day, September 11th.  Students 

enjoyed dressing up like John-

ny Appleseed and learning 

about his life.  They also en-

joyed making chocolate cov-

ered apples and making apple 

crafts.  

 

 

Johnny Appleseed Day 
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You may also register your ValuCard online by visiting 
foodcity.com/schoolbucks 

Church and Academy Families, please help our Academy earn bucks every 
time you shop at Food City!  Use these instructions to ensure your ValuCard 
is linked to Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy: 



 

We’re on the web! 

www.tabaptist.org 

 

Prayer Prompter 
The days are getting shorter,  

the air is getting cooler,  

it’s harvest time. 

 

“Pray ye therefore  

the Lord of the harvest,  

that he will send forth  

labourers into his harvest.” 

Matthew 9:38  

COME JOIN US! 
SUNDAYS 

Sunday School       9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service     11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship Service    6:00 p.m. 

AWANA Clubs       6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service    6:00 p.m. 

 

WEDNESDAYS 
Evening Worship Service  6:00 p.m. 

Kidz Korner      6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service  6:00 p.m. 
 

 All our Worship Services can be viewed live, as well as viewing previously recorded 

services,  by visiting www.tabaptist.org & selecting the ‘Live Worship’ tab. 

Our services are also Live Streaming via:  

Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church FaceBook Live    •    TABC mobile app (Live Worship)  

YouTube   •    Boxcast App (on Apple TV, ROKU, Amazon Fire TV)  


