
As 2020 is ending, I don’t 

think anyone is too nostal-

gic or upset because this 

year is coming to a close. 

We are in the middle of a 

pandemic, we know many 

people who have suffered 

and even died from this 

CCCP virus, we feel cheated 

and sold out by our politi-

cians and we are being told 

when, where and what we 

can do by those same politi-

cians.  I think about the 

wise words of Ronald 

Reagan when I think of our 

government: “Trust Jesus, 

get verification from every-

one else”. Ronald Reagan 

also stated  “when the Unit-

ed States ceases to be a 

nation under God, we will 

be a nation gone under”. We 

sure could use his wisdom 

right now! 

Enough of the depressing 

news about our politicians 

and their (lack of) morals, I 

want to bring good news of 

a ministry at Tennessee 

Avenue Baptist Church that 

is flourishing. Shelia Gamble 

was given a vision by God to 

minister to the children in 

Bristol through a bus minis-

try. She shared this vision 

with Clay, her husband and 

he did not hesitate to help 

with this vision. Clay has a 

CDL license, so he drives the 

bus to pick up these kids in 

some of Bristol’s poorest 

neighborhoods. This minis-

try has exploded into about 

20 children coming to the 

TABC AWANA via this bus 

ministry. I am telling you 

this to say we at TABC need 

to be about the Lord’s work, 

and I can’t think of a better 

way to show the love of 

Christ than to minister to 

these kids. I think of Mark 

10:13-16: “Then they 

brought little children to 

Him, that He might touch 

them; but the disciples re-

buked those who brought 

them. But when Jesus saw it 

He was greatly displeased 

and said to them, ‘Let the 

little children come to Me, 

and do not forbid them; for 

of such is the kingdom of 

God. Assuredly, I say to you, 

whoever does not receive the 

kingdom of God as a little 

child will by no means enter 

it.’  And then He took them 

up in His arms, laid His 

hands on them, and blessed 

them.” (NKJV) 

If you have not already, 

please get involved in sup-

porting and helping with 

this ministry. You do not 

have to spend very much 

time with these children 

before you realize how 

blessed we really are. It will 

also give you a break from 

the ugliness and selfishness 

that is occurring in our 

country and in the world 

and make you appreciate 

what you have. 

Let us all at TABC focus on 

serving Him in 2021 by 

serving others and we will 

be amazed how much it 

improves our attitude about 

the world around us. 

Bro. Keith 
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Dear TABC Family, 

Another year has come and gone, which can provide one of two 

things: hope or heartache.  Many of us are hopeful because 2020 

wasn’t the best of years and we feel that 2021 will be bet-

ter.  Many of us feel heartache because we see that our nation’s 

moral compass is failing and our churches are complacent and 

dying.  I believe as the New Year approaches that we must feel 

both hope and heartache.  We must feel hopeful that God is look-

ing for His remnant to usher in His Kingdom, but our hearts must 

ache for the lost, our nation, and the condition of the church.  It is 

time to channel that hope and that heartache for the purpose of 

the Kingdom.   

1 Peter 5:8-9 says, “Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary 

the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to de-

vour.  Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 

suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout 

the world.”  Usually we focus on the first part of that verse that 

tells us to be sober minded and watchful for the enemy, but look 

at the second part that says “FIRM IN YOUR FAITH.”  Why is that 

important?  It is important because through the hope and the 

heartache, we must stand firm.  When the waves and the winds of 

2021 pass by, we must stand firm.   

Even more importantly, before we can stand firm, we have to 

stand up.  Christians cannot be sitting, hands held out, saying, 

“Lord, just take me home.”  Christians must stand up.  We must 

stand up for the murder of the unborn.  We must stand up for the 

Biblical definition of marriage.  We must stand up for religious 

freedom and a Biblical worldview.  We must stand up to keep our 

nation focused on God.  We must stand up for our church.  We 

must stand up to preserve our Christian school and daycare.  WE 

MUST STAND UP!  Not only must we stand up, we must stand 

firm, and we do that through our hope in Christ and our heart-

ache for the world.   

 

Love in Christ,  

Bro. Andy Sweeney 

Associate Pastor of Administration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Family, 

We are people of destiny!  This hour in history has been chosen 

for you and me.  In God’s Strength, flowing through our great 

weakness, we have what it takes to see the job done, to live in 

the victory that the cross has already accomplished.  This end 

time is a clashing of opposing forces, two kingdoms clashing, 

winner takes all. 

Jesus brought the Kingdom of Heaven.  Its gates are open and we 

are its ambassadors.  Jesus came to re-establish family relations 

with humanity.  Through His work on the cross, humans can be 

born again and have God Almighty as their Father, and Jesus as 

their elder brother, Lord and Savior.  In this new family relation-

ship, God then calls us all to imitate Him on the earth; to estab-

lish God’s Family here, which in turn establishes the kingdom of 

Heaven. 

It is this to which I feel I am called in ministry:  helping families 

in Bristol, and anywhere else in the world, come into alignment 

with our great, Eternal King and His ways.  I will be giving 100% 

of my spirit, soul and body to strengthening the families of Ten-

nessee Avenue by writing, teaching, vlogging, blogging, praying  

and brainstorming with God and others as to how this can be 

done.   

We will be beginning a Men’s Ministry in 2021 that will have an 

entire year of strategic events. The goal of this ministry is to en-

courage our men to form relationships that will sharpen one 

another into men who look like Jesus.  I believe that men who 

are spiritually awake and engaged in relationship to God, and to 

their spouse and children, are key to the family working as God 

designed.  When the men truly awaken to the call of God and the 

potential they have to bring powerful change to the world, we 

will see a new thing spring forth!  I know that I know, that I 

know that I will see this happen.  I was born for this time, to see 

this occur.  I am encouraged more each day by a continued reve-

lation of God’s goodness and faithfulness; and not in anything 

that I am apart from Him, so my encouragement has no bounds.  

We will see God do amazing things in our day.   

Father, accomplish Malachi 4:5-6 in the lives of our men, and 

strengthen our leaders to follow you wholeheartedly and to sur-

render to your love absolutely, Amen. 

I love you all, 

 

Bro. Paul Thompson 

Family Pastor 
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Dear TABC Family,   

By the time you read this, it will officially be 2021.  I am sure each of us have made New Year’s Resolu-

tions and are looking forward to a better year than last year.   

This past month has seemed like a whirlwind for my family.  My grandmother very unexpectedly 

passed away on December 8th.   It is always hard when someone we love leaves us, but with it being so 

unexpected I felt like I had so many things in my heart that I would like to say to her. 

As we began to clean out her house, we found her daily journal and over the past several weeks I have 

begun to read it.  I know that the Lord has used the words she penned to provide a much needed com-

fort to me.  She writes about her love for me, Andy, and each of our children.  She writes about her struggles with her memory, her pain of losing a 

husband and a son, and she writes about how she longs for Heaven.   

One thing that has spoken to me more than anything is what she wrote on September 9th, 2015.  My Nana said: “You know, life is difficult but it is 

what we make of it.  If we put all our trust in the Savior and listen when He speaks, we will be a lot better off.  We need to trust and obey and He 

will take care of the rest.  We can never repay Him for what He did for us but we can trust Him with our lives and know He is working all things for 

good.”   

As I read that paragraph, I realized that what she wrote 5 years ago was meant for me today.  2020 wasn’t a great year, but it is what we make of 

it.  Personally, my family is healthy, we haven’t missed a meal, and the Lord has continued to allow us to serve Him.  I must trust in Him day after 

day and know that He is sovereign in all situations.   

Church, I pray that you enter 2021 with an optimistic heart.  Enter 2021 focused on the King of Kings.  Enter 2021 asking the Lord to use you in 

whatever way He wants to.  Enter 2021 looking for divine appointments to share the Gospel.  Enter 2021 looking for the Lord in everything.   

Love in Christ, 

Tiffany Sweeney 

Children’s Ministry Director 

Families,  

Here we are. A new year is upon us, and our country is still in a state of unrest.  Covid cases continue to 

rise, we have a new president about to take office, and I am starting to think we will never go back to what 

our “normal” was at the beginning of last year. Who would have thought that within months of starting 

2020, how different, and even scary, things would be?   So, when I was pondering what I wanted to write 

about, I kept hearing “Don’t look back”, and “Morning”.  I looked up verses about not looking back, and 

verses about the morning, and came across a few of my favorite scriptures.  Isaiah 43: 18-19 says, “Forget 

the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up; do you not 

perceive it?  I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland.”  This scripture clearly tells us not to look back. Those worries, 

hurts, mistakes that happened this past year, are the past.  As Christians we are to forgive, ask forgiveness, and move on.  We are to watch as God 

creates new things for us.  It may be that he is placing the “way”, or that “stream” through the very thing that tormented us all year.  I am very 

much a worrier.  This year that has become much more apparent to me.  But I have realized, I can not focus on the past.  I can not worry about 

things that have happened this past year, the past week, or even the past few days.  Psalm 30:5b says, “Weeping may tarry for the night, but joy 

comes with the morning.”  Psalm 5:3 says, “In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay my requests before you and wait expect-

antly.”  Psalm 143:8 says, “Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, for I have put my trust in you. Show me the way I should go, for to 

you I entrust my life.”  All of these verses remind us that with each morning, things are new.  We can take our requests, our sorrows, all the feel-

ings and issues and lay them at His feet.   Joy will come when we are able to do that.  

So, my prayer for you in this New Year, is that you are able to stop looking back, stop focusing              

on the hurt, on the scary things, and look toward the Morning because my friends,                                               

Joy will come in the morning!  

Blessings in Christ,  

Mrs. Jessica  

Daycare Dates to Remember: 

January 1  Closed  

February 12 Valentine celebrations  



12th 

 Luke & Courtney Gent 

 Benji & Tammy Lawson 

13th 

 John & Kathi Gentry 

 Jimmy & Peggy Phipps 

1st 

 John & Barbara Raymond 

4th 

 Ricky & Marie Fleenor 

8th 

 Larry & Doris Peters 

14th 

 Wayne & Vicky Ramsey 

1st 

 HAPPY NEW YEAR! 

 Addison Hale 

3rd 

 Emily Ball 

 D.J. Ryan, Jr. 

4th  

 Chelsea Vance 

6th 

 Jeff Brunette 

 Jessica Correll 

 Deion Graham 

 Maleah Minor 

 Matilda Minor 

7th  

 Shaun Correll 

 Gayle Shull 

8th  

 Bob Davidson 

9th 

 Bill Coleman 

 Mara Dixon 

 Larry Peters 

10th 

 Rebecca Bounds 

 Phillip Compton 

26th 

 Andrea Haynes 

 Savanah Medaglia 

 Virginia Simms 

27th 

 Isaiah Cole 

 Ricky Fleenor 

 Reva Mitchell 

 Bonnie Munday 

28th 

 Jeff Carter 

 Herbert Dunn 

29th 

  Merriegrace Ball 

 Erica Jackson 

30th 

 Mike Blair 

 James Sproles 

31st 

 Jay Frazier 

 Tyler Harmon 

11th 

 Gayle Compton 

 Jeannine Huff 

 Carl Nixon 

12th 

 Brenden Keen 

13th 

 Nancy Blacklock 

14th 

 Jeff Trivett 

15th 

 Brittany Hayes 

17th 

 Amber Clark 

20th 

 David Murray 

22nd 

 Jonathan Smith 

23rd 

 Eli Hubbard 

 Sam Messer 

24th 

 Bryson Hernandez 

 Tim Jackson  

25th 

 Katlian Hicks 
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TABC FINANCES 

 
“...try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts… See Malachi 3:10 

12/06/2020 Offering $12,421.00 

12/13/2020 Offering $9,866.47 

12/20/2020 Offering $6,795.20 

12/27/2020 Offering $6,698.00 

On-line Giving  11/18-12/27/2020 $24,717.10 

Total Offering  11/18-12/27/2020 $60,497.77 

Total 2020 offering YTD: $775,037.74 

Bank Balances  

Current Loan Balance $1,483,018.62 

General Account Bank Balance $272,918.05 

Designated Account Bank Balance $224,770.40 

Visit tabaptist.org and select the ‘Giving’ tab.   
~OR~ 

Open the Mobile App, select “Church”,        
then “Give”. 

 

TEXT 
TO 

GIVE 

Text       

TABAPTIST 
to 77977 

to give via               
text message. 

• 3rd — Realm Software Training  (Leaders)                    

Fellowship Hall      5:00 p.m. 

• 10th — AWANA OCC Collection/Spare 

Change Night                                                             

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m. 

• 17th — AWANA Dot & Stripes Night                                                             

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m. 

 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
The TABC Children’s Recreational  Basketball League has been postponed due 

to recent Covid-19 gathering restrictions.  We will hope to be able to begin 
the season in  February.  Please watch for more information in late January. 

Thank you for all of the prayers, food, and the flowers while I was in the 

hospital.  I am grateful for the love and support from my church family!  

Love, 

Chelsea Vance 

 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and flowers during the home going 

of my dad.  Your kindness is certainly appreciated.  Love in our Lord, 

Lois Nixon 
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VOLUME 7,  ISSUE 1             JANUARY 2021  

Please enjoy this edition of the Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy newsletter, to keep us all up-to-date on the latest news from our Academy! 

BLESSING OUR COMMUNITY 
January 

Dates to Remember 

1-4 Christmas Break Continues; 
No Classes; Child Care Avail-
able 

 

4 Teacher Inservice  

5 Classes Resume  

8 Report Cards Distributed  

   

   

   

“It is more blessed to give than 

to receive.” (Acts 20:35b).  How 

many times have we heard this 

scripture quoted but never 

taken it to heart or acted on it?  

At Tennessee Avenue Christian 

Academy, our mission is to 

teach students what the Scrip-

ture says about giving to oth-

ers.  Mrs. Stigall and Mrs. 

Hutchins, along with their 

fourth and fifth grade students, 

decided that they would collect 

items that would keep those 

who are less fortunate warm 

during the winter months.  

Students brought in over 300 

hats, mittens, gloves, scarves, 

and other “warm” items to 

place on trees in Anderson 

Park and Cumberland Square 

Park.  Students not only 

brought in items to be placed 

in parks in the name of Jesus, 

but also wrote notes to share 

the gospel message.  While at 

the parks, students were 

blessed to be able to physical-

ly minister to some gentlemen 

who were in the park.  Mrs. 

Stigall said it accurately when 

she said, “I really feel like this 

is an opportunity for our stu-

dents to actually see the fruit 

of what they did.”  Thank you 

to the students, staff, and 

families for sharing Jesus with 

others. 
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During the month of Decem-

ber, 1st - 3rd grades collected 

pet supplies for ‘For Pete’s 

Sake’, a local pet rescue. They 

brought in needed supplies for 

rescue dogs such as food, 

treats, collars, and beds. The 

students were so excited to 

help some little furry friends. 

We pray that the items 

were a blessing to the 

animals and the rescue. 

PET RESCUE COLLECTION 

Not only did our fourth and 

fifth grade students collect 

items to place in parks for 

those less fortunate, but our 

high school National Beta Club 

organized a food drive for the 

Haven of Rest. Students in K4 

through 12th grade collected 

food items and money over a 

two-week period to donate. 

They were able to collect 707 

food items and $471.  Some of 

our senior boys loaded the 

food and took the food to the 

Haven to help restock their 

pantry.  We are thankful for 

students and their families who 

want to give to their communi-

ty. 

FOOD DRIVE 



 

We’re on the web! 

www.tabaptist.org 

Prayer Prompter 

“As you plan ways to 

embrace the New Year, 

consider abandoning  

‘The sin of prayerlessness’ .” 
 

(See 1 Thessalonians 5:17 
& Philippians 4:6) COME JOIN US! 

SUNDAYS 
Sunday School       9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service     11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship Service    6:00 p.m. 

AWANA Clubs       6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service    6:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAYS 
Evening Worship Service  6:00 p.m. 

Kidz Korner      6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service  6:00 p.m. 
 

 All our Worship Services can be viewed live, as well as viewing previously recorded 

services,  by visiting www.tabaptist.org & selecting the ‘Live Worship’ tab. 

Our services are also Live Streaming via:  

Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church FaceBook Live    •    TABC mobile app (Live Worship)  

YouTube   •    Boxcast App (on Apple TV, ROKU, Amazon Fire TV)  

Return Service Requested 


