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Psalm 19:1 

“The heavens declare the 
glory of God; And the 
 firmament shows His 
handiwork.” 
 

I am a nature lover.  That is 

one of the praises I raise to 

our Father for calling me 

to this beautiful area.  I 

have lived near the sea and 

spent many hours walking 

in ankle deep water watch-

ing the waves crash in the 

surf.  In the Scripture 

above, God’s Word teaches 

us that all these beautiful 

things were created by and 

came from the heart of 

God.  They reveal His maj-

esty and glory and are 

placed so that absolutely 

anyone who would “open 

their eyes” could see the 

work of His hands. 

What surprises me, is to 

watch people who are so 

consumed with the work 

and the interest of life and 

forget to actually live life.  

So many times, we believe 

that we are more the work 

that we do, than the crea-

ture God created us to be.  

That is, we often define 

ourselves by our jobs and 

possessions (so we spend 

most of our time working 

and gaining), rather than 

recognizing that life is 

more than the stuff we 

have or clothes we wear 

(Matt 6:25).  Though I can-

not speak for anyone else, I 

want to experience the 

true and abundant life that 

Jesus promised to His chil-

dren (John10:10).  I do not 

want to be so focused on 

the things this world has to 

offer, that I wake up one 

day with my life mostly 

spent, only to realize that 

Continued on Page 2 
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Dear Church Family, 

Recently, a small group of us went to see 

a movie by the Kendrick Brothers called 

“Show Us the Father”.  It was absolutely 

amazing!  I had tears come to my eyes 

throughout the entire movie, which for 

me is a clear sign of the Holy Spirit 

touching my heart.  These men did an 

amazing job, as always, speaking to the 

heart through film.  It’s my desire that 

every single one of us see this movie and 

allow it to stir our deepest desire to see 

our Father as He wants to be seen.   

Years ago, God gave me a verse that is a 

life verse for me, Malachi 4:5-6.  I have 

explained many times what I believe this 

verse is prophetically speaking.  Our Fa-

ther created man to increase His family 

and the relationship He so enjoyed with 

Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  In verse 5, spo-

ken 400 years before Jesus came to the 

earth, Malachi says that Elijah the proph-

et was coming; and Jesus did, in the Spir-

it of Elijah, come and begin a process of 

showing us the Father.  This prophecy 

explains the effect that this will have.  

Fathers who are fathered by God will in 

turn have the power to be a Christlike 

father to children.  The degree to which 

we accomplish this, seeing the Father 

through Jesus and being transformed by 

that encounter, will determine the de-

gree of freedom from the curse of verse 

6 that we can enjoy and offer to others.   

Of course, we are not in control of this 

process, our Trustworthy Father is.  Our 

job is to desire Him, stir up more desire 

toward Him, acknowledge His presence 

and our desperate need of union with 

Him, and with great diligence ask, seek, 

and knock…. that God would reveal Him-

self to us in world-changing ways.  When 

we are feeling most vulnerable and at 

what feels like the end of our rope, our 

Savior steps in.   

Keep seeking, keep believing, keep en-

couraging and keep crying out.  Our Fa-

ther will reveal Himself.  We are in a 

world at war, but He will break through 

to a people who are fixed on Him above.  

Let go of all else and rest in a victory al-

ready won.  Our Father has incredible 

plans for Tennessee Avenue Baptist 

Church, Academy and Early Childhood 

Education Center. 

Praying Malachi 4:5-6 over us all, 

Bro. Paul Thompson 

Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

what I have accumulated in my life really 

was not what I wanted in the first place.  

What I really wanted was Jesus, and a 

family with which I could share that love.  

I want to make more memories, not just 

have a new toy.  I guess with time (and of 

course by God’s grace and help), we 

learn what really has value in life – God, 

family, and our fellowman.   

Some of the things that we will treasure 

most are the times that we have shared 

with loved ones – playing games around 

a table, singing a song while on a trip, 

being pounced on by our children in dia-

pers, or even those few times when our 

kids open up and share their hearts.  It’s 

so easy to miss these simple, yet life 

transforming, joys.  Don’t get me wrong, 

life does throw its share of curveballs 

and stresses our way; however, it’s not 

something that a little prayer, watching a 

sunset, or even a cup of coffee with your 

sweetheart can’t fix (or at least get you 

heading in a better direction). 

During this time of the year, as the tem-

peratures cool down and the leaves 

begin to change, why don’t we do a little 

changing also?  Let’s do a little less striv-

ing for the things we do not have, and 

start enjoying the great and precious 

joys that God offers every day.  Some of 

those things are worth their weight in 

God! 

Maranatha, 

Pastor Shane 
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Hi!  My name is April Casaday and I am the new Children's Ministry Di-

rector for Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church KIDZ.  I want to introduce 

myself so that you will know a little more about who will be working 

with your children.  Here are 5 things about me: 

1.  I love God!  I have been blessed with an amazing family that loves 

me and made it a priority to introduce their daughter to her true 

Father.  

2. I love Children!  When I was 13 I began assisting in the Primary Sun-

day School Class......I've never stopped.  I became the Children's 

Minister at the church where I grew up about nine years ago.  That 

church helped to mold me into the person that I am today, I have 

been so blessed to have them to guide/direct me and to love me.  I 

want every child to know that they are loved and I’ll do everything I 

can to show them. 

3. I absolutely love to watch children grow in their Faith!  I love their 

enthusiasm while learning about God and all the ways He has, does 

and will work in their lives.   

4. I am a Clown!  No....seriously.  As a child I was introduced to a man 

named Billy Jim Baker (clown name:  Elwood Smooch).  Billy had 

attended the Ringling Brothers/Barnum Bailey Clown University 

and had been a clown for years.  I can remember as a small child 

how happy he made people, young and older, just by saying silly 

things, dressing silly, and acting silly.  He ended every show with a 

gospel song in his normal voice.  As I got older I realized, this was 

his ministry.  This is how he brought people from all over the world 

a taste of Jesus.  As a teen I was involved in a clowning ministry in 

our area and found that I loved it!  From there, I went to Macon, GA 

and attended a Clown University where I became an officially regis-

tered clown with the Clowns of America International.   

5. I love our community!  I love to reach out to all areas of our com-

munity.  I was a Girl Scout Troop Leader for about 5 years, which 

gave me the opportunity to reach girls from our community and 

their families.  I like to help in the schools when I can, and just be 

present.   

I look forward to connecting with each one of you more in the near fu-

ture!  I encourage you to bring your voice and experience into the chil-

dren's ministry.  Please know that I am available to you anytime.  I am 

so excited to get to know both you and the children and to be a part of 

the great things happening at Tennessee Avenue!   

 

Early Education Center 
Dates to Remember: 

 

 October 22nd: Campus wide Fall-a-palooza from  
5pm to 7pm, more information coming soon.  

 October 29th: Classroom Fall Parties, Costume Day 

 October 31st: Trunks of Treats from 4pm to 6pm 

Families,  

Fall is quickly approaching, and 

with Fall we start to see and hear a 

lot about Harvest time.  It’s during 

this time that I often reread the 

book of Ruth. Her story in the Bible 

is one of my favorites, for so many 

reasons; the main reason is for her 

level of commitment to someone 

she loved.  

Ruth 1:16 says: “But Ruth replied, 

‘Don’t urge me to leave you or to 

turn back from you. Where you go I 

will go, and where you stay I will 

stay. Your people will be my people 

and your God my God.’”  While we 

know Ruth was talking to her mother-in-law here, I believe Ruth’s 

story was also shared with us to show us the level of commitment 

we should have to God. 

1 Kings 8:61 says: “And may your hearts be fully committed to the 

Lord our God, to live by His decrees and obey His commands, as at this 

time.”  We are reminded again and again throughout God’s Word 

that we are to be fully committed to Him, in all things. In our lives, in 

our home, in our job, anywhere and everywhere we are.  

Galatians 6:9 says: “Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the 

proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.” There’s that 

‘Harvest’ word! If we are fully committed to the Lord like we are 

supposed to be, and hold steadfast in all we do, when it is time, we 

will see and reap the rewards from our Harvest.  

Friends, I know it is hard right now to stay steadfast and to remain 

strong in our commitment with all that is going on around us. But I 

also think that more than ever, we need to work even harder on our 

commitment to God, the One who loves us, and whom we love in 

return. We know we are working toward the ultimate Harvest when 

God reaps His people to join Him in Heaven. But for now, we need 

to be working on reaping our Harvest here on earth, by staying 

committed to our God and faith, by praying diligently for each oth-

er, and doing all we can to reach sinners and show them the love of 

God.  

Blessings in Christ,  

Jessica Sharrett 
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2nd 

 Lydia Keys 

 Teresa Martin 

 Betty Woosley 

3rd 

 Erin Kirk 

4th 

      Nathan Ball 

 Jim Rush, Jr. 

6th 

 Lee Jackson 

       Jared Leonard 

7th 

 Linda Kendrick 

 Pat White 

8th  

 Sheila Gamble 

 Luke Gent 

12th  

 Teresa Hart 

 

13th 

 Alivia Hutchins 

 Judy Watkins 

 Paul Whisman  

14th 

 Randy Leonard 

 Peggy Phipps 

15th 

 Marilyn Feathers 

 Blake Haynes 

16th  

 Brittney Miller 

17th  

 Melanie Hutton 

 Misty Phillips 

18th 

 Tessa Worley 

20th 

 Doug Cox 

22nd 

 Ava Fuller 

23rd 

 Ron Smallwood 

24th 

 Tyler Compton 

25th 

 Noah Lyall 

27th 

 Brookelyn Bouton 

 Bettye Gilreath 

 Chelsea Messer 

 Shane Phillips 

28th 

 Sandee Tallman 

29th 

 Reda Green 

30th 

 Patty Borja 

 Helen Raymond 

31st 

 Paula Stigall 

4th 

 Don & Sylvia Rowland 

12th 

 Mike & Lorrie Pendergrass 

14th 

 Sam & Connie Messer 

18th 

 Brandon & Nikki Stevens 

25th 

 Bill & Vickie Coleman 

• 1st– Senior Adult Breakfast                                  

IHOP    9:00 a.m.      

• 3rd– Prayer Focus                                                    

Family of Faith Classroom      5:00 p.m.     

(Sundays)  

• 3rd– AWANA OCC Collections Night                       

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m. 

• 3rd– Youth Ministry Sunday Worship                        

TABC       6:00 p.m.   (Sundays)  

• 4th–8th–  TACA Fall Break   

• 4th– Women’s Fall Bible Study                      

Fellowship Hall       6:30 p.m.   (Mondays)  

• 6th– Kidz Korner                                               

Children’s Ministry Area        6:00 p.m.    

(Wednesdays)  

• 6th– Youth Ministry Wednesday Worship                        

TABC      6:00 p.m.  (Wednesdays)  

• 7th– Ladies’ Community Bible Study                                                     

TABC      9:15-11:15 a.m.     (Thursdays)  

• 9th– Celebration of Life Service for Bro. Joe 

Hudson, TABC      11:00 a.m.      

• 10th– AWANA Carnival Night/OCC Collections 

Night                                                                  

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m.       

• 13th– TACA Parent Chapel                                                   

Sanctuary     8:15 a.m.       

• 15th– TACA Staff Appreciation Luncheon                                                   

Fellowship Hall    12:00 Noon  

• 16th– TACA Men & Boys Hotdog Roast                                                   

Rec Area        3:00-7:00 p.m.       

• 17th– AWANA OCC Collections Night                       

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m. 

• 22nd– TACA Fall-A-Palooza                                                    

TACA / Rec Area       5:00-7:00 p.m.       

• 23rd– Ladies’ Luncheon                                                   

Family Life Building      12:00 Noon  

• 24th– AWANA Super Hero-Bible Hero Night/

OCC Collections Night                                                      

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 p.m.       

• 25th– Widows Ministry Luncheon                                                   

Fellowship Hall    12:00 Noon  

• 31st– Trunks of Treats                                                   

Student Ctr. Parking Lot      4:00-6:00 p.m.       
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TABC FINANCES 

 
“...try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts… See Malachi 3:10 

8/29/2021 Offering $4,775.00 

9/05/2021 Offering $12,605.75 

9/12/2021 Offering $11,261.34 

9/19/2021 Offering $4,574.00 

9/26/2021 Offering $7,061.55 

On-line Giving  8/26-9/26/21 $22,168.85 

Total Offering  8/26-9/26/21 $62,446.49 

Total 2021 offering YTD: $601,166.14 

Bank Balances  

Current Loan Balance $1,430,362.98 

General Account  $330,394.09 

Designated Account  $42,216.74 

Daycare / Academy $359,072.73 

TEXT 

TO 

GIVE 

Text  
TABAPTIST  

to 
833-428-5456 

to give via 
text message. 

 Visit 
tabaptist.org 

and select  
the ‘Giving’ tab  

~OR~  
Open the 

Mobile App, 
select “Church”, 

then “Give”. 

Ladies’ 
Christmas Bible Study 

“Our Hope Has Come” 
 

Monday Evenings 6:30 pm 
11/15/21 – 12/13/21 

 
More Info to Come 

Thank you very much for the thoughts and prayers during this difficult time.  Your gift of flowers was beautiful.  
Thank you for allowing us to borrow my brother Shane, his help was beyond measure.  Our son Timmy loved 
the Church and I regret that he did not have the pleasure of meeting you on this earth.  He will meet you one 
day and will love you.  Thank you especially for your prayers.  Please keep praying.  May God bless you.  With 
much love, 
Kirt & Melissa Phillips  
 

Thank you especially for the prayers offered on our behalf during our ‘bout’ with Covid19 this past month, for 
your cards, & for calling to check on us.  It has been a rough journey, but God has answered your prayers and 
we’re thankful to be on the road to recovery.  We’re grateful to be a part of the loving Christian family of TABC. 
David & Joan Calhoun 
 

My grandmother enjoyed all of her years being a part of such an incredible community!  While she wasn ’t able to attend church in her later 
years, she always looked forward to Sundays sitting in the church pew worshipping with her brothers and sisters in Christ.  Our family wants to 
thank you all for your support of my grandma Betty over the years, and your support after her passing.  We want to send a special thanks to Mrs. 
Peggy and Mrs. Beverly for your companionship you showed my grandma and to Bro. Shane and Bro. Paul for your visits and prayers. 
The Booher Family 

The theme for our Ladies’ Luncheon is 
(drum roll, please): “Seasons”,               
Ecclesiastes 3:1 
 

Ladies, sign-up to decorate a table 
that represents your favorite season! 
It can be a calendar season - winter, 
spring, summer, fall; a holiday season 
– Christmas, Easter, Thanksgiving 
(please no Halloween, it can get kind 
of spooky); a sport season – football, 
baseball, basketball…; it can be 
marching season (for us band geeks), 
deer season for the hunters in 
the crowd.   Be watching for  
all the details in  your  
bulletin soon. 
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It’s that time of year 

again!  For every dollar you 

spend at Food City using 

your ValuCard, one point 

will be earned for our Acade-

my or Early Education Cen-

ter. Simply link your Valu-

Card to Tennessee Avenue, 

and our school automatical-

ly earn points every time 

you shop! Linking your card 

online is easy – visit 

www.foodcity.com/

schoolbucks and select 

“customer login”. Once 

you’re logged in, select “my 

account” and click on your 

dashboard.  From the dash-

board, you’ll select “Update 

School” under the “My 

School Bucks” section.  

Thanks for supporting our 

Academy!! 

Food City School Bucks Challenge! 
Help our Academy Earn $$$ 

http://www.foodcity.com/schoolbucks
http://www.foodcity.com/schoolbucks
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Please enjoy this edition of the Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy newsletter, to keep us all up-to-date on the latest news from our Academy! 

OCTOBER 
Dates to Remember 

4-8  TACA Fall Break 

13  Parent Chapel 

13  Picture Retake Day 

15  Staff Appreciation Luncheon 

22  Report Cards Distributed 

22  Fall-a-palooza 

   

   

“Never lose sight of the minis-

try” that is Tennessee Avenue 

Christian Academy and Early 

Education Center!  Those are 

the words of Pastor Joe Hud-

son, Founder of TACA; and the 

heart of Pastor Shane Phillips, 

Senior Pastor of Tennessee 

Avenue Baptist Church. The 

Academy and Early Education 

Center present endless oppor-

tunities to minister to students 

and their families. Tennessee 

Avenue Baptist Church has 

been faithful in carrying out 

the Great Commission in the 

community and beyond 

through the ministry of TACA. 

The lives of students and fami-

lies that have been impacted 

for the kingdom serve as a 

testament to the church. 

Our goal is to advance in excel-

lence, allowing TACA to con-

tinue equipping young people 

for a future in Christ, that they 

may become Christian leaders 

in their homes, churches, com-

munities, and the world.  I pray 

that Tennessee Avenue Chris-

tian Academy will continue to 

grow in educational opportuni-

ties and spiritual development 

for the glory of God! I doubt 

that TACA will ever be a thriv-

ing "business" that produces 

lots of dollars, but the impact 

for the kingdom is tremen-

dous. This is an exciting time 

for Tennessee Avenue Chris-

tian Academy, and I am hon-

ored to be part of it all. 

“NEVER LOSE SIGHT…” 

TACA School Nurse 
TACA is proud to announce 

the addition of Mrs. Monica 

Dixon for the position of 

School Nurse.  Mrs. Dixon has 

served TACA faithfully as a 

substitute teacher and office 

support and is willing to step 

into this much needed roll. 

What a blessing! 

My name is Monica 

Dixon.  I am the new 

school nurse for Ten-

nessee Avenue Chris-

tian Academy.  I have 

been a nurse for eight-

een years.  I received 

my Bachelor of Nursing 

degree from King Uni-

versity in 2003.  I have 

been married to Jona-

than for sixteen years 

and we have two boys, 

Lincoln, and Hud-

son.  We have been 

blessed to be part of the 

TACA family since Lin-

coln started kinder-

garten in 2015.  He is 

now in sixth grade and 

Hudson is in third 

g r a d e .    

My husband, Jona-

than, is an internal 

medicine physician 

with Ballad Health.  We 

are members of Tennes-

see Avenue Baptist 

Church.  I am so 

thankful I can be part 

of the TACA family and 

welcome the opportuni-

ty to serve as the school 

nurse. I love our school 

very much and I am so 

excited to continue 

serving Jesus in this ca-

pacity.   

Blessings!  

Monica 

By:  Cindy Beal, Academy Administrator 



 

Prayer Prompter 
 

The days are getting shorter,  

the air is getting cooler,  

it’s harvest time. 

 

“Pray ye therefore  

the Lord of the harvest,  

that he will send forth  

labourers into his harvest.” 

Matthew 9:38  

We’re on the web! 

www.tabaptist.org 

COME JOIN US! 
 

SUNDAYS 
Sunday School           9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service        11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship Service        6:00 p.m. 

AWANA                6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service              6:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

Evening Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 

Kidz Korner          6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 
 

 All our Worship Services can be viewed live, as well as viewing previously recorded 

services,  by visiting www.tabaptist.org & selecting the ‘Live Worship’ tab. 

Our services are also Live Streaming via:  

Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church FaceBook Live    •    TABC mobile app (Live Worship)  

YouTube   •    Boxcast App (on Apple TV, ROKU, Amazon Fire TV)  

Return Service Requested 

104 Cypress Street 
Bristol, Tennessee 37620 


