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“Every good gift and every 
perfect gift is from above, 
and comes down from the 
Father of lights, with 
whom there is no varia-
tion or shadow of turn-
ing.”  -  James 1:17 

 

It’s really hard to think 
about Christmas without 
thinking about a particular 
gift, or gifts in general.  As 
Christians, and spiritually 
speaking, we celebrate the 
greatest of all gifts that has 
been given at this time of 
year – the gift of the Son of 
God!  So, be it spiritual or 
secular, Christmas is the 
time of giving gifts, … but 
that raises a question… 
why?  Why do we give gifts?  
No, this is not a lesson in, 
why around this time of 
year do we choose to share 
gifts, but it is a look at mo-
tive and why we choose to 
share with others in this 
way. 

In simple terms, a “gift” is 
something that is given to 
others without any com-

pensation.  Why we give a 
gift can be numerous – self-
ish or selfless, obligatory or 
noble.  Based on our mo-
tives, some gifts should not 
be given in that they are not 
offered in kindness, love, or 
sincerity; rather, they are 
given for attention, out of a 
sense of obligation, to seek 
favor, to influence, out of 
pride, or a sense of superi-
ority.  In the later selfish 
sense, I do not feel that the 
thing given really continues 
to be a gift, but rather it is 
more used as a tool to ben-
efit the giver rather than 
the recipient.  I believe that 
these “self-honoring trinket 
gifts” actually rob people of 
what the Christmas season 
is really about, as they do 
not impart what I feel God 
intended the recipient of 
the gift to receive.  I guess 
what I am trying to say is 
that when a gift is offered 
with a pure and sincere 
heart (the Heart of God), 
the recipient is given more 
than the gift itself.  The per-
son is offered an act of 

kindness and love.  Addi-
tionally, when a person 
offers a gift in “the Heart of 
God” with sincerity and 
Love, the giver even experi-
ences a blessing – the bless-
edness of giving rather than 
receiving.  To say this even 
another way, when a true 
gift is offered in its proper 
place of love for God and 
others, then for a brief mo-
ment, we experience God’s 
Joy… an even greater gift 
than the thing given be-
tween friends and family. 

This in turn makes me look 
to our Heavenly Father, to 
see how so humbly, merci-
fully, gently, and graciously 
He offers His gifts to you 
and me.  These are not low-
ly paltry leftovers from the 
storehouse of heaven, but 
are the things that are pre-
cious to our Father and are 
offered to us (the most un-
derserving of creatures) in 
the hope that we will find 
their true worth.  This 
sounds a little like the mer-
cy of God offered to His 
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broken people in Isaiah 61:3 – 

 “To console those who mourn in Zion, 
To give them beauty for ashes, 
The oil of joy for mourning, The gar-
ment of praise for the spirit of heavi-
ness; That they may be called trees of 
righteousness, The planting of the Lord, 
that He may be glorified.” 

God has offered His people time again 
mercy and grace “in spite” of our rejec-
tion of Him and His will. He continues to 
offer His help to any and all who would 
call upon Him.  Remember, you do not 
have to be in desperation to call upon 

Him, He would love to hear from you in 
the good times too. 

But we have not answered the original 
question... why do we give gifts?  Well, it 
is very special to see the smiling faces on 
children and loved ones… and maybe… 
there just might be the clue.  God is the 
author of all good and perfect gifts.  He 
gave the gift of life, relationships, sharing, 
and caring.  Even through our sins, He 
gave grace, mercy, forgiveness, and en-
couragement.  In every situation, it is safe 
to say that God gave first.  But why?  
There is only one answer, He did and 

does this out of love.  Not because we 
deserve anything.  God’s heart is greater 
than you can imagine, and it is His love 
alone that has provided us with His grace.  
In understanding why we give, maybe it’s 
because God is giving us an opportunity 
to feel His Love and Joy, by giving to oth-
ers… not because they deserve or we 
must, but because we Love!  Here is wish-
ing you the greatest of all gifts this holi-
day season – God’s love to you! 

Merry Christmas & Maranatha, 

Pastor Shane 

Why Do We Give Gifts?    (Continued from Page 1) 

Dear Church Family, 

Happy Thanksgiving!  You will be receiving 
this after it’s over, but maybe you will still 
have some turkey left over for one more 
sandwich when you get this newsletter, so 
Happy Thanksgiving again. 

This month I would like to give thanks to 
God for bringing Celebrate Recovery Minis-

try into my life.  It’s been about a year now 
of daily, weekly and monthly working 
through the steps and it is a gift that contin-
ues to give.  When the steps are understood 
and a true faith is applied toward actions, it 
is amazing what it does for the human soul:  
it sets it free! 

I’m understanding the Gospel in a com-
pletely different way.  What becomes clear 
is that we receive the work of Jesus for free 
but after we have received Him then we 
must walk out that new life He has given.  
These are steps.  I don’t want to promote CR 
or the principles so much as I want to pro-
mote the Savior who instituted them.  

Philippians 2:12 says to “work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling; for it is 
God who is works in you both to will and to 
do for His good pleasure”. (NKJV)  Working 
out your salvation translates into walking 
out the steps.  I’m finding the freedom to be 
so worth it, and walking with my Father in 
obedience is the highest life imaginable. 

I would like to invite everyone to join Cele-
brate Recovery.  Our meetings are at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday evenings; however, you 
can also potentially join a step study.  A step 
study is a long and in-depth commitment to 
weekly work through some material that  

Before I ever knew of the perilous adven-
tures of Clark W. Griswold and his zeal to 
provide the best possible Christmas for 
he and his family in the classic Christmas 
film National Lampoon’s Christmas Vaca-
tion, I knew my dad, Randy Cole.  Having 
mastered the art of “exterior illumina-
tion”, Dad made our little house quite the 
spectacle.  When dad turned on our 

Christmas lights, I’m sure the local hydro-
electric dams had to ramp up their pro-
duction!!!  Anything that could have a 
light attached to it, had not just a light, 
but an entire strand!  Thinking back, each 
year the display got bigger, bigger, bright-
er, and brighter.  I realize now, Dad was 
planting a seed within me, teaching me in 
his own way, that Christmas was much 
more than the gifts under the tree, Christ-
mas was about LIGHT. 

Jesus, light of the world, given to us  -  
Noel.  Our Lord said in John 8:12 that “I 
am the light of the world.  Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness but will 
have the light of life.” (NIV) While our 
lives can easily be clouded by darkness, 
remember that it cannot exist when ex-

posed to the light! Jesus chose to reveal 
Himself through the light of His Word and 
by calling us to be the bright beacon of 
hope to those around us!  So I challenge 
you this season, find reasons to shine!  Be 
the little house 16 miles up Stoney Creek 
that has lights on the roof, trees, gutters, 
windows, yard, birdhouse, birdbath, light 
poles, 75 glow molds, 4 inflatable snow-
men, all wrapped in a lit candy cane bor-
der.  Shine like the house that everyone in 
the community loads up in their cars to 
come see!  This Christmas, Shine!  People 
will want to see what God has done to 
make you so bright! 

Merry Christmas, 
Pastor Joey 

(Continued on Page 3) 
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will help you unpack the things in your heart that are keeping you from 
receiving the healing of Jesus in any area of your life.  If you are inter-
ested in taking this kind of step as we move into 2023, please contact 
the Church Office and we will get back with you as soon as possible.  
Have a wonderful stretch from Thanksgiving on into Christmas. 

Praying Malachi 4:5-6 over us all, 
In Christ, 
Bro. Paul 
Associate Pastor of Discipleship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy December, and most of all MERRY CHRISTMAS!   

This is my favorite holiday of the year!  As for the Children's Ministry, 

we will have so many things going on for this month!  December 

4th the children will be allowed to Christmas shop for their families; 

December 11th will be a surprise (more information to come); Decem-

ber 18th the children will have a short program for the church and their 

Christmas party; and the 25th we will all come together to celebrate 

the reason for this beautiful season (no services that night)!   

I want to help the kids understand that Jesus did not come to create 

the Christmas "holiday."  He was born for the purpose of dying for 

sinners.  This is the most amazing gift that we get to celebrate!  Dur-

ing this time, please help me remind your children to give thanks for 

this perfect gift during this season, and for the rest of the year.  

Thank you for all of your love and support! 

Merry Christmas! 

Miss April 

Children’s Ministry Director 

Families, 

Christmas? I am pretty sure it was 
just June, so how in the world did 
we get to December so quickly? I 
remember as a child thinking that 
Christmas would never get here; 
now it’s the complete opposite. As 
we get older our mindset changes. 
As a child we are so excited about 
the gifts and all that comes with it, 
as young parents we are still excit-
ed, but it’s about watching our 
kids go through the excitement as 
we had, but eventually, we be-

come older. We realize that our Christmases may be num-
bered. It makes you pause and think.  

Now, imagine you were Mary. One must wonder how much 
she knew of what was to become of Jesus (You know, the song 
“Mary, did you know?”). For just a minute, put yourself in her 
shoes. That first Christmas, and for many after, it was a cele-
bration. She was chosen to be the mother of God’s only Son. 
But then, you have to wonder what she started thinking. We 
know she knew her son was made to do and be amazing. But, 
did she know that He was going to have to give His life for 
ours? Can you imagine, if she did, the heartache that each 
Christmas, each of Jesus’ birthdays, may have brought? 

I can’t imagine that she knew. Regardless, Mary was blessed, 
and she knew she was. “And Mary said, My soul doth magnify 
the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my Saviour. For he 
hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, behold, 
from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed.”  - Luke 
1:46-48 (KJV). Not only was she blessed, but she was also 
faithful, and she trusted. She may not have understood why 
she was chosen, but she trusted fully in God, and whatever 
plan He had.  

So, during this season, when we are celebrating the birth of 
our Savior, take a minute, and be thankful for Mary, and how 
her life and her choices created the perfect avenue for God to 
send His Son through her to Save us!  

Merry Christmas!  

Jessica Sharrett 
Director, Early Childhood Education Center 

Dates to Remember: 

Thursday, December 15th @ 6:30:  Christmas Songs 
                 w/ Early Education (Sanctuary) 
Thursday, December 22nd:  Classroom Christmas  
                 Parties   (More info will be sent home) 
Friday, December 23rd:   Closed  
Monday, December 26th:   Closed  
Monday, January 2nd:  Closed  

(Continued from Page 2) 
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5th 

 Danny & Bobbie Lewis 

9th 

 Joey & Alyson Cole 

 

12th 

 Randy & Patty Blackwell 

19th 

 Clarence & Melba Booher 

 Andy & Tiffany Sweeney 

25th 

 Jerry & Margie Wallace 

1st 
 Logen Medaglia 
2nd 
        Millie Clark 
 George Jones 
3rd 
 Jerry Jenkins 
 Jason Moody 
 Debra Perry 
4th 
 Shelby Gamble 
         Phil Kendrick 
5th 
 Benjamin Lawson 
 Gregory Mouser 
 Diane Powers 
6th  
 McKenzie Lawson 
7th  
 Allen Dixon 
9th  
 Evan Vance 
10th 
 Caleb Hunt 
13th 
 Jase Collins 
14th  
 Adrian Padgett 
15th  
 Vernard Douberly 
 Michael Pendergrass 
         Alicia Trivett 

16th  
 David Minor 
17th 
 Meredith Corvin 
 Debbie Slagle 
18th 
 Patty Blackwell 
 Alex Spence 
19th 

 Cindy Ryan 
 Shirley Sammons 
20th 
       Brian Clark 
 Cole Zimmerman 
 
 

21st 
 Ronnie Blacklock 
 Jonathan Dixon 
 Clara Melvin 
 Kathy Sharp 
22nd 
 Lorrie Pendergrass 
24th 
        Velma Boyd 
 Billie Skeens 
26th 
 Noah Wheeler 
 Patti Wright 
27th 
 John Gentry 
 Sharon Goodman 
 Lewis Moody 
 Peyton Vance 
29th 
 Braxton Smith 
        Melinda Widener 
30th 
 Tim Beavers 
 Keith Boyd 
31st 
 Daniel Dunnington 

               And she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt 
call his name JESUS, For he 
shall save his people from 
their sins.     ~Matthew 1:21~

• 1st– Ladies’ Community Bible Study                        

TABC      9:15-11:30 am      (Thursdays)  

• 1st– Celebrate Recovery                                      

Fellowship Hall      6:30 pm      (Thursdays)  

• 2nd– Senior Adult Breakfast                          

IHOP — Exit 7      9:00 am  

• 2nd– TACA Home Basketball Games                        

FLB      beginning 5:30 pm  

• 4th– AWANA Christmas Store Night                       

Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 pm 

• 4th– Youth Ministry Sunday Worship                        

TABC      6:00 pm     (Sundays)  

• 5th– Ladies’ Advent Bible Study                                                  

Fellowship Hall      6:30 pm     (Mondays)     

• 7th– TACA Parent Chapel                              

Sanctuary     8:15 am 

• 7th– GOLD CITY in Concert                                               

TABC        6:30 pm  

• 8th– TACA Middle School Christmas Program                                                     

TABC Sanctuary      6:30 pm       

• 10th– Ladies’ Christmas Brunch / Ornament 

Exchange    FLB       beginning 10:00 am 

• 11th– AWANA No Room in the Inn Night    

Piney Flats First Baptist Church      5:00 pm 

• 13th– TACA Home Basketball Games                        

FLB      beginning 5:30 pm  

• 15th– TACA Early Education Center       

Christmas Program                                            
Sanctuary      6:30 pm 

• 17th– Meet Santa & the Grinch Outreach                       

FLB      2:00-4:00 pm 

• 18th– TABC Choir Christmas Musical                     

Sanctuary      11:00 am 

• 18th– Children’s Christmas Program & Party                      

TABC      6:00 pm 

• 20th– Senior Adult Christmas Banquet                      

Food City Banquet Hall      5:00 pm 

• 24th– Candlelight Service / Lord’s Supper                      

Sanctuary      5:00 pm 

• 23rd & 26th– CHRISTMAS Holiday                                                    

Church Office, Daycare & Academy Closed     

• 25th– MERRY CHRISTMAS   -  No Sunday 

School / No PM Service  -  11:00 AM Service 
Only  

 



TABC FINANCES 

Tithes & Offerings 
“...try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts… See Malachi 3:10 

10/30/2022 Offering $6,655.00 

11/06/2022 Offering $13,448.00 

11/13/2022 Offering $7,929.00 

11/20/2022 Offering $8,215.00 

11/27/2022 Offering $5,911.00 

On-line Giving 10/24– 11/27/22 $19,374.50 

Period Giving Total $61,532.50 

Total 2022 offering YTD: $695,482.64 

Bank Balances  

Current Loan Balance $1,210,962.79 

General Account  $379,125.79 

Designated Account  $2,451.46 

Daycare / Academy $174,882.01 

Money Market $50,764.16 
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I would like to say 
thank you from the 
bottom of my heart 
for all the prayers 
and concern ex-
pressed to me dur-
ing the time before 
and following the 

neck surgery. I’m happy to say that I’m in recov-
ery and doing well.  
Eric Ringley 
 

Thank you so much for the beautiful flowers 
after my surgery.  They really brightened my 
day!  I truly appreciate all of the cards, calls, and 
texts.  I am so blessed to have a wonderful 
church family to love, support, and pray for me.  
A big thank you to Kathy and Erin for filling in 
for me and doing a fantastic job!  God is so good! 
Phyllis Humphrey 
 

Thank you for the lovely pink roses, all the pray-
ers, and visits and calls from Pastors Joey and 
Paul.  It is a joy to be a part of a loving church. 
Bonnie Rein 
 

We are so very grateful to each of you for all of 
the flowers, texts, phone calls, visits, food, and 
cards following my surgery! We are most thank-
ful for your prayers!! What a blessing to experi-
ence the outpouring of the love of our Savior 
you have shown our family as well as the hospi-

tal staff and my care team!! We love you and 
praise the Lord for His goodness!!  
Brenda, Randy and all the Wheeler Family 
 

Thank you for the beautiful dish garden and for 
all of the calls, texts, cards and prayers sent up 
during the illness and passing of our mother.  
Words cannot express the love I have for my 
wonderful church family.   
Kathi Gentry, Kim Graves & families  (family 
of Ann Martin) 
 

Thank you for the beautiful flowers I received 
and all your prayers during my recent hospital 
stay.  And thank you Bro. Paul for your visits.  
They were much appreciated.  Love, 
Donna Morrell 
 

Many thanks for the beautiful flowers sent for 
my brother’s funeral.  They were very much 
appreciated, as well as the prayers. 
Donna Whisman 
 

Thank you so much for your prayers, visits from 
Bro. Paul and the wonderful flowers while I was 
in the hospital with heart problems and a slight 
case of covid.  I’m so blessed to have a praying 
church family. 
Alice Thompson 
 

Thank you so much for the flowers, calls, and 
texts after my surgery.  I am certainly blessed 
 

 with a loving church family! 
April Casaday 
 

A special thanks to each and every one who 
came and decorated our sanctuary and church 
for this wonderful and blessed season as we 
celebrate the birth of our Savior. 

WEDNESDAY,

DECEMBER 7TH

6:30 PM

in the TABC Sanctuary

Tuesday Evening, 
December 20th  

gather at 5:00 PM, 
dinner at 5:30 PM 

If you plan to attend & have not signed 
up yet, please see Mrs. Peggy to sign 
up and pay. Cost is $10 per person. 

Church family, join us for 
this first time ever season 
outreach event “Meet Santa 
& the Grinch”! We’ll have 
Santa and his elves, & the 
Grinch, available in the 
Family Life Building for any 
who want to come meet 
them and snap a pic or two! 
We plan to give out treat 
bags to the children while 
supplies last.  Come join us!  



DECEMBER 2022 

Please enjoy this edition of the Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy newsletter, to keep us all up-to-date on the latest news from our Academy! 

DECEMBER 
Dates to Remember 

6  Academic District Testing 

7  Parent Chapel 

8  Middle School Christmas 
Program                                   

6:30 PM, TABC Sanctuary 

15  TACA Early Education  
Center Christmas Program  

6:30 PM, TABC Sanctuary 

16  Early Dismissal 11:30 am 

16  Academy Staff Christmas 

Luncheon 

19-

Jan 2 
 Christmas Break 

CRUSADER CAMPAIGN 
By:  Cindy Beal, Academy Administrator 
 

The month of November marks the beginning of the second annual Crusader Campaign, where we ask 

TACA families and friends to make a donation. This campaign is one of two times per academic year that 

we will ask for support of this ministry. Our commitment to TACA families has been to limit 

“fundraising” and focus on two main campaigns that would eliminate all the “nickel and dime” fundrais-

ers that most families dread.  We promise not to ask our students to do door-to-door sales. In order to 

make these efforts successful and to provide the needed funding for TACA, we need your participation.  

Every dollar raised during the Crusader Campaign will be spent for the advancement of this campus. 

The Crusader Campaign is our premiere annual fundraiser and is vital for the continuation of this minis-

try.  Annual gifts to the Crusader Campaign help provide critical resources and meet the immediate 

needs of the school (Early Education -12th grade) to ensure the advancement of our goals and vision for 

TACA. 

When you give to the Crusader Campaign, you make an immediate difference for students now, and im-

pact generations to come. Our gift helps students find their faith, flourish in their faith, and become who 

God has called them to be. 

Please see the details on the next page regarding the 2022-2023 Crusader Campaign, then prayerfully 

consider making a gift in an amount that is meaningful to your family. 

Show your love and support for TACA through your gift to the Crusader Campaign. When you give, you 

help TACA achieve a significant and lasting impact for Christ on this generation and those to come! 

“That generations to come might know Him!” Psalm 78:6 

 

Mrs. Cindy Beal 

Academy Administrator Dear TACA, 
Thank you for a sweet celebration 
of grandparents in September.  
We felt very special and appreci-
ated.  I hear other grandparents 
say they don’t feel as appreciated 
by their grandchildren as they get 
older.  It’s wonderful that you 
prioritize this and help children to 
see grandparents as a special part 
of their lives.  Children of all ages 
need their grandparents involved 
in their lives now more than ever. 
Thank you also for all the other 
fun activities you do for the chil-
dren.  You all are appreciated and 
admired for the work you do! 
Best Wishes, 
Tom & Vickie VanHall  
(Grandparents of Kindergarten     
student Ethan Hitchcock) 



CRUSADER CAMPAIGN  (Continued) 
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We’re on the web! 

www.tabaptist.org 

COME JOIN US! 
 

SUNDAYS 
Sunday School           9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service        11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship Service        6:00 p.m. 

AWANA             6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service              6:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

Evening Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 

Kidz Korner          6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 
 

 All our Worship Services can be viewed live, as well as viewing previously recorded 

services,  by visiting www.tabaptist.org & selecting the ‘Live Worship’ tab. 

Our services are also Live Streaming via:  

Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church FaceBook Live    •    TABC mobile app (Live Worship)  

YouTube   •    Boxcast App (on Apple TV, ROKU, Amazon Fire TV)  

Prayer Prompter 
  

“To know through  

experience the true joys  

of  spirit filled prayer,  

is to experience first-hand  

THE JOY OF CHRISTMAS.” 
  

(See Luke 2:25-38) 

   


