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I hope to share with you 

a message of encourage-

ment during this transi-

tional time.  In 2015 and 

2019, I was blessed to 

serve churches through 

transitions, and I find 

myself once again 

blessed to be here at this 

time. Blessed you may 

ask? Yes, we are blessed 

because through each 

change and challenge we 

get to learn a little bit 

more about the heart of 

God. We get to come to-

gether in unity for His 

purpose. Ministry, and 

life for that matter, is 

marked by constant flux 

and uncertainty. It is in-

deed a profound comfort 

to know that we serve a 

God who remains stead-

fast and unwavering in 

His love, His promises, 

and His character. 

When we face times of 

uncertainty, and even 

fear, let us draw suste-

nance from the resound-

ing declaration found in 

Malachi 3:6a, where the 

Lord declares, "For I am 

the Lord, I change 

not..."  (KJV) These words 

resound throughout the 

ages, serving as an en-

during testament of hope 

and assurance for all 

who place their trust in 

Him. 

Let us find solace in the 

unchanging love of God. 

Despite our weaknesses, 

our failings, and our 

stumbling steps, His love 

remains constant and 

unwavering. The Apostle 

Paul reminds us in Ro-

mans 8:38-39 “that nei-

ther death nor life, nei-

ther angels nor demons, 
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We Serve An Unchanging God   continued from Page 1  

neither the present nor the future, nor any 

powers, neither height nor depth, nor any-

thing else in all creation, will be able to 

separate us from the love of God that is in 

Christ Jesus our Lord.”  (NIV)  It is a love 

that transcends human understanding, a 

love that knows no bounds, a love that 

endures through all trials and tribulations. 

Let us take refuge in the unchanging 

promises of God. Throughout the tapestry 

of Scripture, we witness the unwavering 

faithfulness of God as He fulfills His prom-

ises to His people. From the covenant He 

established with Abraham to the assur-

ance of salvation through His Son, Jesus 

Christ, every word that proceeds from His 

mouth is sure and steadfast.  Indeed, every 

promise of God finds its fulfillment in 

Christ (see 2 Corinthians 1:20). 

Let us be emboldened by the unchanging 

character of God. In a world where moral 

standards shift like sand, we find our an-

chor in the unchanging holiness, right-

eousness, and faithfulness of our God. As 

the psalmist declares, "Your word, Lord, is 

eternal; it stands firm in the heav-

ens." (Psalm 119:89 - NIV)  His character is 

the same yesterday, today, and forever 

(Hebrews 13:8). He is the Alpha and the 

Omega, the Beginning and the End, the 

One Who was, Who is, and Who is to come. 

Therefore, let us take heart in the un-

changing nature of our God. In a world 

filled with uncertainty and upheaval, He 

remains our rock, our fortress, and our 

deliverer. As we journey through the trials 

and tribulations of life, let us cling to the 

unchanging love, promises, and character 

of our God, knowing that He is faithful to 

His word and will never leave us nor for-

sake us. May His unchanging nature be our 

strength and our shield, now and forever-

more. Amen. 

Alyson and I are praying for each of you.  If 

there is anything we can do to encourage 

you please don’t hesitate to reach out! 

Sending love to our church family, 

 

Pastor Joey 

Worship Pastor 

Dear Church Family, 

This past Easter week I did something that 

I have never done, and it has impacted my 

life in some profound ways.  It was the 

Wednesday before Easter Sunday.  I woke 

up in this terrible funk.  It was as if all pos-

itive feeling and perspective on life had 

been totally removed and replaced with 

darkness.  I was having a bad day.  Then I 

had this thought:  What was Jesus doing 

on Wednesday before His weekend plans 

of hanging on a cross?  So I looked it up.  I 

followed Jesus through His Wednesday 

and the His Thursday and then His Friday.  

I connected with Jesus on an emotional 

level this Easter season like I never have 

before.  It helped me get perspective on 

my “bad day”, in comparison to what Jesus 

was staring down.  Some deeper part of 

my heart awakened to the life that Jesus 

lived and the purpose of His coming, end-

ing in death on a cross for me, but also the 

resurrection life that followed it.  Three 

weeks out from Easter, I can’t get the cross 

out of my mind and heart and I realize I’m 

not supposed to. I’ve been awakened to 

the profound truth that when I said yes to 

Jesus, that I gave Him my life.  I also said 

yes to the cross, to take my soul to the 

cross.  What that means to me is that I 

take what I would like and what I want in 

life to the cross and I die to it.  I give Jesus 

everything.  I wake up to the reality that 

this is not my life so it doesn’t matter what 

I want anymore.  It matters what has been 

assigned for me to do.  I’m understanding 

that there is no real pleasure in this life 

that isn’t resurrection life, and the only 

way to get that is to surrender to the life 

that God has already written on my heart.  

What is written is written.  What God has 

written is perfect; surrender to it.  My de-

sire for all of us at Tennessee Avenue is to 

surrender to the story, the workmanship, 

that has already been penned upon your 

heart.  That will mean that all else must be 

sacrificed! 

I've always loved World War II history, 

reading and watching movies about what 

Continued on Page 3 
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Hello Church Family! 

The Children's Ministry has so 

much going on for the sum-

mer!  This is a fantastic time 

to plug in and have fun with 

the kids!  

VBS will be next month, June 

9-14.  This year our theme is Camp Firelight. We need LOTS of 

help with everything from clean-up to teaching.  This is an ex-

tremely fun week and gives us the opportunity to teach Salva-

tion to so many kids!  Please check out the sign-up sheets in the 

foyer or reach out to me.  I'm happy to talk all things VBS with 

you!!    

This year our VBS mission will be the same as last year.  We will 

be taking food donations in conjunction with Community Baptist 

Church to feed the children in our area during the summer.  All of 

the food needs to have child friendly packaging and contain 

items that children can fix for themselves.  Some of these items 

include:  Mac-n-cheese cups, Ramen Noodles, Soups with "pop 

tabs", Beanie Weenies, Tuna or chicken salad lunch kits, pop 

tarts.  These are only a few options.  For more ideas or questions, 

please contact me anytime!  The containers for food collection 

will be in the Vestibule beginning the 1st Sunday in May, along 

with ideas of items needed.   

Be on the lookout for Family Movie Night!!  The Children's Minis-

try will be hosting a Family movie night in the summer.  All you 

have to do is bring your own chair/blanket and leave the rest to 

us!  More information will be coming soon! 

Thank you for allowing me to love your children!  I can't wait to 

be a part of all the amazing things happening! 

~~Miss April 

Children’s Ministry Director 

those men did.  I am amazed by it and I have always 

wondered if I would have had that kind of strength 

in me.  When those bombs hit Pearl Harbor, mil-

lions of American lives changed.  All of a sudden, 

whatever life they were living or working towards 

was set aside and sacrificed, for many sacrificed 

ultimately. It was that sacrifice across the board 

that allowed God to empower America to save the 

world alongside our other allies.  How could I do 

any less when my time comes?  I’m not suggesting 

war with brothers and sisters that ends in blood-

shed, because the Bible tells me that flesh and 

blood is not my enemy.  However, I am awakening 

to the fact that darkness will steal, kill and destroy 

everything that is not surrendered to the Com-

mander of the Lord’s Army.  It’s time to surrender 

to war.  It’s time to take up our cross and follow 

Jesus. 

In Christ alone, 

Bro. Paul  

Associate Pastor of Discipleship 

Continued from Page 2 



1st 

 Babs Childs 

 Clay Gamble 

 Julia Lambert  

 Liz Thompson 

2nd 

 Jess Carter 

 Mary Jo Leonard 

 Connie Messer 

5th 

 Jill Hutchins 

 Jim Miller 

7th  

 Saundra Hillman 

 Jessica Sharrett 

8th  

 John Raymond 

 Jeff Woods 

9th 

 David Calhoun 

 Lee Childs 

 Nikki Stevens 

12th 

 Chad Braswell 

 Billy Padgett 

13th 

 Brick Gent 

 Mike Girten 

14th  

 Kara Stevens 

16th 

 Nick Blankenship 

 Michele Steadman 

17th 

 Caleb Thompson 

18th 

 Laura Dixon 

19th 

 Ellie Koserski 

21st 

 Makayla Smith 

24th 

         Gail Guy 

 Billy Joe James 

25th 

 Jane Perry 

 Carol Pierce 

26th 

 Lauren Brown 

 Alyson Cole 

28th 

 Peggy Jenkins 

29th 

 Willetta Leonard 

30th 

 Jake Blevins 
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3rd  

 Jeff & Donna Morrell 

7th 

        Larry & Diane Powers 

9th 

        Allen & Donna Dixon 

10th  

        Chris & Melanie Hutton 

12th 

 Ronnie & Teresa Martin 

16th 

 Kenny & Peggy Price 

20th 

 Pastor Shane & Misty Phillips 

22nd 

 Fred & Hollie Ryan 

24th 

 Jim & Lin Saunders 

28th 

 Joey & Amanda Phipps 

 Randy & Brenda Wheeler 

30th 

 Jeff & Diana Carter 

1st TACA Parent Chapel     
Sanctuary      8:15 am   

1st Kidz Korner                                              
Children’s Ministry Area      6:00 pm      
(Every Wednesday)  

1st Youth Worship Service                                              
TABC     6:00 pm    (Every Wednesday) 

2nd TACA National Day of Prayer Service 
FLB       

2nd Celebrate Recovery 
Fellowship Hall       6:30 pm    (Thursdays) 

3rd Trip to Farmer’s Daughter Restaurant                
Chuckey, TN   Depart TABC 2:00 pm 

5th AWANA                                                 
Children’s Ministry Area       6:00 pm       
(Every Sunday) 

5th Youth Worship Service                                              
TABC     6:00 pm    (Every Sunday) 

9th TACA Awards Night                                  
Sanctuary     6:30 pm 

12th Mother’s Day  

14th K4 Picnic                                                 
Rec Area     12:00 noon 

14th K4 / K5 Graduation                                                   
Sanctuary       6:30 pm   

16th TACA Senior Awards Dinner                  
FLB    6:00 pm 

17th TACA Senior Walk                                   
TACA Campus     10:00 am 

17th TACA High School Graduation                                  
Sanctuary     7:00 pm 

18th SON Golf League                                    
Pine Oaks Golf Course  

19th Graduate Recognition 
Sanctuary    11:00 am Service 

21st Early Education Ctr 3-Year Old Program                                 
Sanctuary      7:00 pm   

27th Widows Luncheon                                     
FH     12:00 noon    
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TABC FINANCES 

Tithes & Offerings 
“...try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts… See Malachi 3:10 

4/07/2024 Offering $ 26,002.00 

4/14/2024 Offering $ 8,391.00 

4/21/2024 Offering $ 6,825.00 

On-line Giving  3/24-4/22/2024 $ 8,191.11 

Period Giving Total $ 49,409.11 

Total 2024 offering YTD: $ 312,007.69 

Bank Balances  

Current Loan Balance $ 946,957.18 

General Account  $ 360,154.25 

Designated Account  $ 29,112.15 

Daycare / Academy $ 75,725.96 

Money Market $ 51,908.57 

TEXT 

TO 

GIVE 

Text 
JOYPLACE 

to 
73256 

to give via          
text message. 

 

 

 

Thank you to all my dear church family for the flowers, and all the cards 

and prayers.   I love you all my brothers and sisters in Christ.  I apologize 

for my delay.  We all need to pray for each other.  Thanks, 

Celesta Jenkins 

 

Thank you for the beautiful quilt you sent on the passing of my husband, 

Eugene Bandy.  May God richly bless each one of you! 

Donna Bandy (sister of Keith Boyd) 

Childcare provided for  
Infants through Pre-Schoolers. 

with 

Evangel i st  R ick Coram  

Celebrating 34 years  of  Revival  

                                        Sunday, May 19th   
                                  11AM Service 

We will recognize our high school and college 
graduates during the 11:00 AM service on May 
19th.  If you or someone you know is a 2024 grad-
uate and would like to be recognized, please email 
name, school, degree, & photo by Wednesday, 
May 15th to mrsdebbie@tabaptist.org .  



MAY 2024 

Please enjoy this edition of the Tennessee Avenue Christian Academy newsletter, to keep us all up-to-date on the latest news from our Academy! 

Jam-Packed! 

Annual Crusader Campaign 
Continues to Close the Gap 

http://academy.tabaptist.org/giving
http://academy.tabaptist.org/giving
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Families,  

As I am sitting here writing this newsletter, my mind is filled with so 

much! Our family is getting ready to watch our daughter, Grace, 

graduate from Radford University; she will continue there to get her 

Masters.  I am not sure when she grew up. One day she was running 

from me wanting her dad, and now she is one of the most self-

sufficient adults that I know. God has blessed our family so much and 

I am so thankful. But as a mom, it is also bittersweet. It means there 

are more changes coming, more decisions to be made, more lessons 

to be learned.  

Honestly, this feeling is not one that just us moms, dads, or caregiv-

ers have. At some point in every person’s life, he / she must face 

change. The seasons change. Life changes. People come into our 

lives; people leave our lives. We get hurt, but we also love. We learn 

to give grace when we are often not shown the same grace. And most importantly, in these times, we 

learn to put our faith and trust in God.  

Ecclesiastes 3:1-22 says, “To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heav-

en: A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that which is planted; A 

time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; A time to weep, and a time 

to laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones 

together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing;  A time to get, and a time to lose; a 

time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time to sew; a time to keep silence, and a 

time to speak; A time to love, and a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace.”   (KJV)   This is one 

of my favorite scriptures to turn to when I am in a season of change. I know I have said this, and used 

it often in my newsletters, but God ALWAYS, ALWAYS has a plan for us when we are in these seasons 

of change. He has a set time for everything that comes to be in our lives. Another great reminder of 

this is Jeremiah 29:11, another very popular verse. It says, “For I know the plans I have for you,” de-

clares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.” (NIV)  

Even though we may not see it, or even understand the season we are in, God does, and He is already 

way ahead of us!  

So, if you are facing a season of change in your life, take a minute and reflect on these verses, and 

think about all the past times that God has been there and made the way for you. I promise you 

friends, He will do it again!  

Blessings in Christ,  

Jessica Sharrett 

Director 

Early Education Center 

Dates to Remember: 
Monday, May 13:    Muffins with Mom  

Tuesday, May 21:    3-year old’s Fantastic Finale!  

Wednesday, May 22:   Camp Joy & K4 Summer begins for Academy Students 

Monday, May 27:    Closed for Memorial Day  

Tuesday, May 28:    Camp Joy/K4 Summer begins for everyone 



 

We’re on the web! 

www.tabaptist.org 

COME JOIN US! 
 

SUNDAYS 
Sunday School           9:45 a.m. 

Morning Worship Service        11:00 a.m. 

Evening Worship Service        6:00 p.m. 

AWANA           6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service              6:00 p.m. 
 

WEDNESDAYS 

Evening Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 

Kidz Korner          6:00 p.m. 

Youth Worship Service      6:00 p.m. 
 

 All our Worship Services can be viewed live, as well as viewing previously recorded 

services,  by visiting www.tabaptist.org & selecting the ‘Live Worship’ tab. 

Our services are also Live Streaming via:  

Tennessee Avenue Baptist Church FaceBook Live 

YouTube 

Boxcast App (on Apple TV, ROKU, Amazon Fire TV)  

Prayer Prompter 
  

“This time of year we like to  

get outside and enjoy God’s creation,  

but don’t fail to get inside  

your prayer closet  

and enjoy His presence!” 
 

(See Matthew 6:6) 


